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May 18, 1995 — The Board of Governors has appointed Dr. Jack Lightstone as Vice-Rector, 
Academic, for a three-year term beginning June 1, 1995. He succeeds Dr. Robert Parker, who 
has held the position on an interim basis since June 1994. The unanimous decision was made 
last night at the Board's regular monthly meeting. 

Dr. Lightstone is a Professor of Religion at Concordia, an Associate of the Chair in 
Québec and Canadian Jewish Studies, a former Associate Vice-Rector Academic (Research) 
(1989-1992) and Chairman of Concordia's Department of Religion (1979-1985). He was also 
the Graduate Programme Director for Concordia's M.A. in Judaic Studies and Ph.D. in 
Religion. 

A graduate of Carleton University (B.A. 1972), Lightstone went on to do both his M.A. 
(1974) and his Ph.D. (1977) at Brown University (Rhode Island). He was also a Visiting 
Research Graduate Fellow at Hebrew University in Jerusalem (1974-75). 

In making the announcement, Board of Governors Chairman Reginald K. Groome, 
O.C., said that Dr. Lightstone's extensive academic achievements as well as experience ina 
range of administrative posts at Concordia makes him an ideal addition to the University's 
new leadership team. 

Recently appointed Rector and Vice-Chancellor Frederick H. Lowy (he takes office 
August 15, 1995), added that he looked forward to working with Dr. Lightstone to nurture 
and promote academic achievement at all levels in the University. 

Dr. Lightstone has taught university undergraduate and graduate courses for 19 years 
and has been awarded numerous grants from several agencies in support of his research 
work. He is the author of five books, the editor of two more and has published numerous 
articles in scholarly journals and volumes. | 
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Dr. Lightstone has been very active in the Québec and Canadian academic community. 
He is Vice-President and President Designate of the Canadian Society of Biblical Studies, 
was Chair of the Board of the Institut Québecois pour l'étude de la culture juive , and is a former 
Board Member of the Regroupement inter-universitaire pour l'étude de la religion (1979-1988). 

Committed to improving teaching and research, Dr. Lightstone has been involved in 
several advisory councils and university committees on these subjects, including the Comité 
de recherche, Conférence des recteurs et principaux des universités du Québec (CREPUQ) (1989-92); 
the Groupe de travail sur la politique d’éthique (CREPUQ) (1995). He was also Concordia's 
delegate to the Royal Society of Canada's inquiry on research in Canadian universities, and 
the Smith Commission on teaching in Canadian universities (1991). | 

Dr. Lightstone is active in the adjudicating committees and evaluation work of several 
granting agencies including the Fonds pour la formation des chercheurs et l'aide @ la recherche 
(FCAR), Fonds pour la formation des chercheurs pour action concertée (FCAC) and the Social 
Sciences and Humanities Research Council of Canada (SSHRC). 

Deeply involved in Montreal's Jewish community, he was a Member of the Board of 
the Saidye Bronfman Centre (1986-88), Co-Chairman, Canadian Jewish Congress Archives 
Committee (Québec Region) (1984-88) and Scholar-in-Residence YM-YWHA (1987-88). 

An expert in the anthropological, sociological and historical study of early Judaism, as 
well as contemporary North American Judaism, he has written and lectured widely on 


social issues in both ancient and modern times. 


Ce communiqué est également disponible en frangais. Veuillez téléphoner au 4880. 
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To: Members of the Concordia Community 
From: Jack N. Lightstone, Vice-Rector, Academic (Designate) 
Date: May 23, 1995 


Dear Members of the Concordia Community, 


First and foremost let me say that I am moved by and grateful for the many expressions of 
support and good will that I have received by letter, facsimile and E-mail over the last 
several days. These expressions have seemed to me as much positive feelings about 
Concordia, its accomplishments and its future as sentiments about my appointment. Your 
wishes convey confidence, hope and a sense of unity in fostering future development. 
None of us underestimates the challenges we face in attempting to achieve these ends, but 
the sustained desire to deal with matters by means of processes which are open and 
significantly consensual and consultative will greatly enhance our efforts. I hope that I live 
up to that desire, as the University defines and adopts concrete plans for the future. 


I look forward to working with Interim Rector Charles Bertrand and Rector Designate 
Frederick Lowy, with the members of the Office of the Rector, with the Deans and 
Associate Vice-Rectors, with the members of the University Senate and of the Board of 
Governors, and, of course, with the many members of the Concordia community. 


Your good wishes have also come with a flood of information, which will take me some 
time to digest. I trust you will understand if I do not respond personally or in a timely 
fashion to all of your letters. I have commitments extending beyond June 1 as a full-time 
academic. Forgive me, then, if I am less available during June than I would like. 


I wish to thank Dr. Robert Parker, Interim Vice-Rector, Academic, for his dedication and 
service to the University. 


Finally, I offer my best wishes for success in all of your individual efforts and 
in our collective endeavors as Concordia University. 


Sincerely, 


Jack N. Lightstone 
Vice-Rector, Academic (Designate) 
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Destinataire: La communauté universitaire 


Expéditeur: Jack N. Lightstone, vice-recteur désigné a 
l'enseignement et a la recherche 


Date: 23 mai 1995 


Chers membres de la communauté universitaire, 


Permettez-moi tout d'abord de vous dire combien m'ont ému les différentes 
manifestations d'appui et de bonne volonté qui me sont parvenues ces jours derniers par 
lettres, par télécopieur ou par courrier électronique a l'occasion de ma récente nomination. 
J'y vois la autant de signes de l'esprit positif qui vous anime a propos de nos réalisations 
antérieures et de notre avenir, que de gentillesse personnelle 4 mon égard. Vos bons voeux 
expriment des sentiments de confiance et d'espoir quant a l'avenir qui nous attend et 
appellent a l'unité. Sans pour autant sous-estimer les défis auxquels nous aurons 4 faire 
face, chacun, chacune de nous parait animé d'un sincére désir d'ouverture et d'un réel 
esprit de consensus et de consultation qui ne manqueront pas de faciliter nos efforts. Je me 
ferai le porte-parole de ce désir au moment ot l'Université adoptera des plans concrets 
pour le futur. 


Je me réjouis a l'avance de travailler avec le recteur intérimaire, Charles Bertrand, et avec 
le recteur désigné, Frederick Lowy, ainsi qu'avec les membres du rectorat, les doyens et les 
vice-recteurs associés, le sénat et le conseil d'administration, sans oublier, bien entendu, 
chacun d'entre vous. 


Vos bons souhaits s'accompagnent d'une montagne d'informations que, vous vous en 
doutez, je mettrai un certain temps a assimiler. Comme je serai encore trés occupé par mes 
taches professorales au cours du mois de juin et méme au-dela, vous voudrez bien 
m‘excuser de ne pas pouvoir répondre personnellement a chacune de vos missives. 


Je profite de l'occasion pour remercier Robert Parker, vice-recteur intérimaire a 
l'enseignement et a la recherche, pour son dévouement et pour les nombreux services qu'il 
a rendus a la communauté. 


En terminant, je souhaite 4 chacune, chacune tout le succés possible dans ses entreprises. Et 
je formule le méme voeu pour la famille universitaire dans son ensemble ! 


1455 boul. de Maisonneuve ouest 
Montréal, Québec H3G 1M8 


